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Rt Hon. Baroness Warsi 

Senior Minister of State 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

 

13 December 2012 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

I am writing as Chairman of the United Nations Association – UK (UNA-UK) to convey our 

membership‟s deep concern about the crisis unfolding in Rakhine State, Burma, and to urge the UK 

government to take action to protect the affected Rohingya population.  

As you are aware, this marginalised Muslim community has been subjected to violence and 

persecution for decades. In recent months, hundreds of Rohingya are said to have been killed and 

over 100,000 forced to flee their homes. There have also been disturbing reports of widespread 

sexual violence. This is an issue that has repeatedly been brought to UNA-UK‟s attention by its UK-

wide membership.   

For the past two weeks, UNA-UK has been compiling letters from its members and supporters calling 

on the UK government to use its position as a permanent member of the UN Security Council, and 

its influence with the US and EU, to push for: 

- A Security Council resolution reminding the Burmese government of its responsibility to 

protect all populations within its borders, and agreeing to the dispatch of international 

monitors to report on the ongoing situation (in addition to the visits made to date by foreign 

government representatives, including the UK) 

- An inclusive process of national reconciliation involving all communities within Burma 

- Neighbouring states, with the assistance of the UN and the international community, to help 

those fleeing violence  

To date, we have received more than 130 letters, many of which have been personalised. They are 

enclosed with this letter. 

All these letters consider the ongoing violence in the context of the „responsibility to protect‟ (R2P) 

principle – one of UNA-UK‟s policy priorities. In 2005, all UN Member States endorsed R2P, which 

affirms the duty of all states to protect those within their borders from ethnic cleansing, crimes 

against humanity, war crimes and genocide. It also affirms the international community's 

responsibility to act if a state fails in this duty. 

The Burmese government has proved time and again that it is manifestly unwilling to uphold its 

responsibility to protect the Rohingya and other minorities. Earlier this month, Baroness Amos, the UN 

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, spoke out about the “dire” conditions of the 

115,000 displaced persons in Rakhine State and called on the Burmese government to support the 

UN‟s humanitarian work.  

The international community has a duty to use appropriate diplomatic and other peaceful means 

to help protect the Rohingya and assist the government in realising its duty of care. Given the UK‟s 

historical links with Burma, its role as an aid donor, and its commitment to furthering human rights, 

the UK has a particular responsibility towards the country and its peoples. 

United Nations Association - UK 

3 Whitehall Court 

London SW1A 2EL 
   

T: +44 (0) 20 7766 3445 

F: +44 (0) 20 7930 5893 

E: buskie@una.org.uk 

W: www.una.org.uk 

 



The United Nations Association – UK is a charitable company limited by guarantee (charity no. 1146016). 

 

As US President Obama said on his visit to the country on 19 November 2012, the Burmese 

government now has a "moment of remarkable opportunity" to bring about a "just and lasting 

peace". This cannot be achieved so long as the Rohingya and other minorities are persecuted. 

The UK government, and the international community as a whole, must act now to help prevent 

further violence against the Rohingya. 

I look forward to receiving your response on this matter and will ensure that it is brought to the 

attention of our members and supporters. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sir Jeremy Greenstock 

Chairman, UNA-UK 

 


